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Lunch Social

Saturday, September 19, 2009, 11:30 AM
Glockenspiel Restaurant, 605 7 ™ St. W, St. Paul, MN

We will ease back into our active program year with a popular treat: lunch together at the
German restaurant Glockenspiel near downtown St. Paul. We will order off the menu and
everyone is responsible for the cost of their own meal. To reserve your spot, please contact
Lil Ward by Saturday, September 12, at 763-784-8626 or lilward@comcast.net. Directions
and menu information can be found at www.glockenspielrestaurant.com. Plan to see your
North Star Chapter friends at our September gathering.

Growng Up in a Changing Culture
Saturday, October 17, 2009, 1: 00 b 4:00 PM
Berea Lutheran Church, 7538 Emerson Ave. S., Richfield MN

Fresh from an appearance at the GRHS Convention in Rapid City this month, for our Octo-

ber meeting we will welcome Charles Weisser.
Changing Culture, o will f ea-Russiasactentsclothgsper i ence
foods, and trying to fit into American culture. He will also bring you back to the old days of
matchmakers, local German music, and Saturday nights in small towns.

Weisser is a native of Ashley, ND, and was a music teacher in Gackle, ND (with our own LIl

Ward as a student) for many years. He now divides his time between Wausau, WI, and

Peoria, AZ. We enjoyed his preseiRusasgnDakota i Got t
Pi oneer Settlero at our 2003 Spring Bangquet.
program.

Member News

Our condolences to Pete Kleingartner, Helen Kleingartner, and Lil Ward, and their families,
on the death of their brother, Rupert Kleingartner, of Gackle, ND, in June. He was 85 years
old, the oldest of ten children, and loved to farm.

Congratulations to Gwen Schock Cowherd, who was awarded second place in the AHSGR
(Member News , continued on page 7)
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President 6s N
March 2009
By Duane Stabler

:J’\J
orth Star Chapter

o e As | write this message, |
think back to the AHSGR
T Convention and the enjoy-
b able time | had meeting
AR friends and relatives, and
making new friends.
Some have become regu-
lar email friends as we continue to share some
information and experiences that we discussed at
the convention. | learned a great deal again this

year.

| also look forward to the GRHS Convention that

wi || be held in Septemb
friends and certainly expect to make new friends.
That 6s what national <co
me.

The GRHS Convention is taking nice shape; it will
have some 28 speakers and will feature a silent
auction of used books this year. There will be
about 70 books or periodicals up for auction and |
know there will be some bargains for those seek-
ing some good reading material. The GRHS
website has the list published so you can make
plans in advance to the convention.

Like the conventions, our North Star Chapter
meetings are intended for us to have time to visit,
share, and learn. We do that best when our at-
tendance is high and we get to meet many peo-

pl e. Il hope youdll tak
dates that weol | have m
point to attend. | t 0s
turnout.

As I look further into the remaining part of 2009,

|l 6m thinking of the nee
for volunteers to run for office. This year marks
my second of the two years | can stay in office.
There are others who wi
a good time for each of you to consider stepping

(Presi dent 06 sconkhees srapgge 9)
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North Star Chapter &
The Beginning

By Rosemary Larson

.On October 29, 1977, Jeanne Appelhans of
Brooklyn Park MN, sent a letter to all inter-
national members of the AHSGR living in
Minnesota. Jeanne obtained this list from
AHSGR Headquarters in Lincoln. In this Iet-
ter, a request was
acquainted/ organi zat [
vember. This meeting was held on Decem-
ber 4 at Twin City Federal Community room
in the Village North Shopping Center, Brook-
lyn Park. At this meeting it was tentatively
decided to call the
Judge LeRoy Yost volunteered to draft a set
of bylaws to be reviewed at the January 21,
1978, meeting held at the Twin City Federal
Community room. Temporary officers
elected were Jeanne Appelhans as Chair
and Gary Bettcher as Secretary. A meeting
was set for March when Ruth Amen, Presi-
dent of AHSGR, would address the prospec-
tive members about the objectives and ad-
vantages of having a chapter.

On March 16, 1978, the organizational
meeting was held at Southdale-Hennepin
County Library. In advance of this meeting
Kenneth Larson arranged an interview for
Ruth Amen to be a guest on the Boone &
Erickson show on WCCO radio. This inter-
view and press releases mailed to radio and
TV stations brought in many prospective
members.

The next meeting was held on May 13 with
election of officers and formation of commit-
tees. Elected officers were President:
Jeanne Appelhans, Ist VP: Dallas Zimmer-
man, 2nd VP: Kenneth Larson, Secretary:
Carol Halvorsen, Treasurer: Rosemary Lar-
son, Librarian: LeRoy Yost, Historian: Elvera
Hofman, and Correspondence Secretary:

3

CAH%GFBthee!drin LH‘W'QT t h

Allen Weber. Program Committee: Martha
Dahl, Ray Giske, and Rose Wood; Ways &
Means: Leah Guenthner, Harold Hoppe,
Rosemary Larson, Harvey Ratzlaff; Geneal-
ogy: Gary Bettcher, Jake Klotzbeacher,
Jocelyn Muggli, Barbara Yerich, and LeRoy
Yost; Membership: Evelyn Edmonson, Har-
old Hoppe, and Bill Muggli.

A Charter was granted to the North Star
Chapter which reads: The American Histori-
cal Society of Germans from Russia organ-

|z d in 1t96(§ th@l%th dgy of Apr Jt978
pre%egtsi with p asure tp S'R(I: artg 0 thﬁ

organlzatlon known as the tar of Mln-
nesota Chapter of AHSGR. The Charter was
presented to President Jeanne Appelhans at

the 10th Annual International Convention of
Star .

At the July 26, 1978, meeting President Ap-
pelhans requested ideas for a banner to rep-
resent the Chapter. VP Ken Larson re-
ported that dues would be $3 per family for
1978 and $6 per family for 1979. Telephone
volunteers were Henry Werth, Elvera Hof-
man, Fran Schwan, and Paul Hoffer.

0

The October 18, 1978 meeting was held at
the Southdale-Hennepin Library. The first
Treasurer's report showed income of
$183.35 from Chapter dues, cookbooks, cof-
fee donations, and account interest. The
speaker was genealogist Donal Nelson.

The Christmas party held on Sunday, De-
cember 3, 1978, at the Longfellow Commu-
nity Center in Minneapolis was a huge suc-
cess even though members came through
deep snow to attend. Many members were
stuck in the parking lot upon leaving. The
same officers were elected for 1979. The
sketch by Kathryn Larson was chosen as
the winning entry for the Chapter banner
contest. The following year at the Chapter's
Christmas potluck the banner made by
Rosemary Larson was presented to the
Chapter.



Library Corner email August 13 assuring me it would be

shipped within a month. It
) wai t, but | 6m sure it wild.l

By Bernie Becker the prior two. Even though the books are
sold as fiction, Weidenwel

_ - attention to accurate historical facts gives
The time has come to put the lazy days of  the books authenticity.

summer behind us. A new North Star Chap-

ter year lies before us. I hope youarelook- | f you attended a country
ing forward to making use of our library paging through The Prairie Schoolhouse, by

every opportunity you have. Thoseofyou ~ John Martin Campbell . 11t6:
with Internet connection to GRHS and the Half Price store. | passed it by but re-

AHSGR now have volumes of information at turned later, just could not resist it. Did you
your beck and call with a few clicksofyour know t hat the country schc
mouse. Ladies, whoeverctt hhdugmte Weedd eden Homest «
handling a mouse every day of our lives and  three pages of print are followed by nostal-
not scream. But har d ggstifidg potddrdpis. be beat,

and thatés what you will find on our shelves.
Don6t forget to gather an\
Our latest purchase makes complete our brary items you have at home and bring

four-volume set: Igor Pleve, Einwanderung  them to the next meeting in October so
in das WOlgaQEblet 1763-1767 Volume 4, others can enjoy them. See you then.

Edited by Dr. Alfred Eisfeld. These detailed
lists of the first settlers who responded to the
Manifesto of Catherine the Great included Happy Birthday
information about their ages, occupations,
families, and place of origin (Germany, Aus-
tria, France or other European country). The
series lists the colonies in alphabetical or-
der. Volume Four covers twenty-four vil-
lages (R-W Reinhardt through Warenburg.)

August: Ray Current, Angie Ibarra

September : Janet Flegel, Elvera Hofmann,
Albert Pfeifle, Marv Presler, Arnie Zimmer-
man

This work is a tremendous resource for any-
one who is trying to trace his/her Volga Ger-
man origins. The Pleve books are in Rus-
sian and German. However, most of the
names are in English in the index. Also, our
members who read German and Russian Happy Anniversary
will be happy to help.

October : Lucille Elrite, Mayo Flegel, Marv
Geske, Helen Kleingartner

_ August: Sandra Brown, Cheryl & Marvin
You may recall that in 2008 we pre- Presler, Lil & Dayton Ward

purchased the The Volga Flows Forever Tril-

ogy by Sigrid Weidenweber. Book 1: Cath-  geptember: Mildred & Elmer Deutschmann,
erine and Book 2: The Volga Germans are  \jarlene & Chris Huber

in our library. Book 3: From Gulag to Free-

this year but has been delayed due to the Roger Kuhn, Cindy Miller & Sean

¢ or b > been ¢ el A | B\a/aton,
e a 0 e au © T 9 Svarth & Robert Suppar, Mariéng Waith "
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AHSGR Celebrates its 40 ™ Year as an Organization

in Medicine Hat, Alberta June 15 -21 2009

By Duane Stabler

In the past 40 years the American Historical obituaries that have been digitized and are
Society of Germans from Russia held two an- online for members to use. These are col-
nual conventions in Canada. The first was lected by volunteers and in some cases are
held in Calgary and the 2009 convention was translated from old German newspapers.
held in Medicine Hat, Alberta, some three
hours drive from Calgary.

Southern Alberta has a rich heritage of Ger-
man settlers and Rob Renner, minister for
environment Alberta, represented the prov-
ince in welcoming convention delegates dur-
ing the opening ceremony. Mr. Renner said,

AThe i ngenuity of tho : i's ap-
pl auded and theyodéve c = fact
this area is one of the most stable economies
in the province. Weor ud
youbve come to celebra and
share your roots wi t hApoHioﬁof-thpoannersondisplayintheconvention hall
4 INFORNIATION
Displays available for viewing in the convention hall
During his welcome, Mayor Norm Boucher
said, Altdés very important to know where you
come from and it |ibegaf\gis|l Iy®ddge ONi ght o took pl :
ning where individuals had an opportunity to

An extensive hardcopy library, transferred meet individuals who had connections to
from Lincoln for this event, was available at  small communities that their ancestors were
the Medicine Hat Lodge while the convention from. | have always found this of particular
was in progress.They also had an electronic  value as | meet new people and it helps to
database referred to as Save Our Ancestral  puild a friendship that goes beyond the time
Records (SOAR) which contains over 26,000 spent at the convention.



Convention Speakers: Anna Bartkowski shares photos and experi-
ences of the trip to Argentina this past November

During one of the lunch meetings, the North
Star Chapter was honored with receiving two

certificates of appreciation,. They are 0
support above and beyond AHSGR Member-

ship Recruitment campaign for 2008-2 0 0 9 0 Hillside Cemetery

and for fAdna Thank You for the North Star
Chapteroés financial support to the Reach

Campaign during 2008-2 0 0 9 . 0

Entertainment was provided by a local family who had a reunion
while at the convention

Medicine Hat, as a community, is situated
near the Saskatchewan border and is rich in
history. | had the opportunity to visit the Hill-
side Cemetery, a large cemetery situated
near the edge of the city. It has some 28,000
residents on a 56-acre plot with many beauti-
ful trees. As | searched for some of my rela-
tives there, | could not help but notice the
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many familiar surnames that most of us
would recognize especially if we come from
the Dakotas and Nebraska. | walked part of
the cemetery taking photos of headstones of
relatives | never had the chance to meet.

Driving around Medicine Hat, one also sees
some historic places less connected to the

German-Russian heritage but certainly where

German-Russians visited and worked. One

such place was the Medicine Hat Clay Indus-

tries. This pottery is now the only place

where one can tour the remains of what once

was Medalta Potteries

(www.medalta.org). What | saw reminded
me much of Minnesota's own Redwing Pot-
tery.

Madaltads surviving used

throughout Canada
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