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Fall Genealogy Workshop  
Saturday, November 21, 2009, 10:00 am ï 4:00 pm  
Berea Lutheran Church, 7538 Emerson Ave. S., Richfield MN  

 

10 am ï noon : Meet several North Star Chapter genealogy experts who will be on hand to 

answer questions you might have concerning your own research.   

Noon ï 1:00 pm : Lunch on your own; bring a brown bag or visit one of the local restaurants. 

1:00 pm: Election of officers for 2010. 

2:00 pm ï 4:00 pm :  Guest Speaker Robert Russell, South Dakota Germans from Russia 
Collection, Northern State University, Aberdeen, SD. 
 
Join us as Robert Russell, Interim Library Director, Northern State University, Aberdeen, SD, 

will speak about the South Dakota Germans from Russia Collection at Northern State Uni-

versity, what items NSU has already received, what projects NSU is working on, and what 

kinds of material NSU hopes to make part of the collection.   

The talk will include an overview of our digitization efforts.  Robert will show a bit about how 

the process works, what the end result looks like, and how it functions.  He will explain 

NSUôs efforts to gather and make genealogical resources available. As time permits, Robert 

will also discuss basic preservation concepts.  If you have questions about how to preserve 

resources currently in your possession, come to the meeting with the question for Robert. 

Weihnachtsfest  
Saturday, December 5, 2009, 11:30 am ï 4:00 pm  
Berea Lutheran Church, 7538 Emerson Ave. S., Richfield MN  
 

One of the highlights of our program year, our annual Weihnachtsfest, will again be a 
chance to meet friends, eat great food, and share our holiday memories.  This is a potluck 
lunch, so please bring your favorite item to share.  Beverages and eating utensils will be pro-
vided, along with music and fun!  Guests and family are especially welcome.  If you have an 
extra few minutes to help organize the food on the tables, please speak to Lil Ward (763-784
-8626 or lilward@comcast.net). 
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Presidentôs Message 
By Duane Stabler  

We are now moving from 

fall into winter and with 

that, we are also shifting 

gears at the North Star 

Chapter.   It is good to 

reflect back at the con-

ventions or family reun-

ions that took place this summer.  If you were at 

the October meeting, you heard Charles Weisser 

speak of the past and how our heritage truly 

made us.  Charles spoke about the customs and 

food he remembers and it too made me think not 

only of my own heritage but of the heritage of the 

North Star Chapter of Minnesota.    

 
I joined the chapter back in 1984 when many of 

the original founding members were very active 

in the chapter. Activities were expanding but fi-

nances were always a struggle.  We met in the 

Southdale Library and as a newcomer I knew 

little about our heritage.   

 

I was welcomed and soon I met Ardella Bennett 

who, just by chance, was from my home town.  I 

had never known her but she was kind enough 

to mentor me and help me with some of my re-

search.  Within a couple of years I had volun-

teered to be the vice president of membership.  

Oh my, I was hooked and have served in one 

capacity or another for all those years.   

 

Now letôs fast forward to 2009 and look around.  

The membership has changed as many of the 

founding members have aged and itôs become 

more difficult for them to volunteer.  In several  

(Presidentôs Message, continued on page 7) 
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Rapid City was this yearôs location for the 
convention of the Germans from Russia 
Heritage Society.   The Black Hills Chapter 
was the sponsor and did a wonderful job as 
hosts.   

 
 
During the opening ceremony, Mr. Singh, an 
Iraq War veteran and now assistant superin-
tendent of the Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial, gave a most interesting presenta-
tion speaking of his heritage and his recent 
assignment to the Mt. Rushmore Memorial.  
Truly, it is a symbol that our forefathers 
would be honored to see.   
 
A second speaker, Mayor Alan Hanks from 
Rapid City, welcomed all participating and 
encouraged us to see the downtown area 
with its bronze statues of various presidents.  
With that, the convention moved into full 
swing with the library open for research and 
the variety of speakers through Saturday 
.   
During the convention, there were about 28 
different speakers with a variety of topics.  
We heard speakers tell us of some of the 

mass murders conducted during 1943 ï 
1945, discussions about letters taken from 
German newspapers in the Dakotas, anti-
German-American agitation during WW I & 
II, life in Teplitz Bessarabia before WWII, 

Volga Germans on the move, ancestral 
bridges to Argentina, postcards from yester-
day, and several other topics.   
 

A special guest, Larysa Levchenko from the 
Ukraine, presented ñThe Remains of Cul-
tural and Material Wealth of German Colo-
nies in Archives, Museums and Village in 
Nikolaev Region.ò 
 

 
North Star members at the 2009 GRHS Convention: Marilyn Brink, 
Kay Gavin, Ron Scherbenski, Duane Stabler. Not pictured, Don 
Weidenbach. 

 
The food was served buffet style for all the 
meals with the exception of the Saturday 
evening banquet.  The hotel did an excep-
tional job in providing a variety of choice and 
with two separate lines; the group was able 
to get food promptly and then sit back and 
enjoy the variety of entertainment during the 
different meals.  We had the opportunity to 
hear ñCreating the Presidents: A Sculptorôs 
Viewò by James Van Nuys, a local sculptor 
that explained the process of producing one 
of the bronze sculptures such as what Rapid 
City has on display on Main Street. 
 
(GRHS Convention , continued on page 4) 

GRHS Convention ñLiving our  
Grandparentsô Dreamsò  
Rapid City, SD September 9 ï 13, 
2009 

 
By Duane Stabler & Ron Scherbenski 
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(GRHS Convention, continued from page 3) 

 

 

 
Anna Dalenheimer Bartkowski presents ñBridges to Argentinaò 
which discussed the areas where Germans from Russia settled 
and how the heritage lives on in the settlements throughout the 

region. 

 

 

On Thursday evening, the crowd was enter-
tained by ñThe Mylo Hatzenbuhler Show.ò  
This was a most entertaining comic act in 
which Clyde Bauman portrays Mylo, a Stras-
burg, ND, farmer.  Mylo tells many stories 
and does his best at singing but in the end, 
Clyde emerges from behind the costume to 
give the crowd a sample of his true talent. 
He has a very beautiful voice indeed.   The 
following day, Clyde returns to show the 
crowd how he can really sing.   
 

 
Shrine of Democracy Chorus from Rapid City 

 
 

Other talent on hand to entertain the crowd 
on other days included several members 

from the Black Hills Chapter ñliving our 
grandfathersô dreamò by providing reading 
from a variety of sources.  We also had 
great singing from Wade and Cindy Hoff, the 
barbershop group Shrine of Democracy, and 
on Saturday evening, a variety show with 
four different acts including music by Karen 
Psiaki and Mila Belakova, and the Faith 
Temple Church.  Additionally, Jasmine Pick-
ner demonstrated the hoop dance that she 
has perfected as a Lakota Sioux.  Not to be 
forgotten were the unicycle club as they 
gave a show of a variety of stunts and riding 
skills.  
 

 
Jasmine Pickner demonstrates the Lakota Sioux Hoop Dance 

 
 

As we reflect back on the convention, the 
speakers with a variety of topics and the an-
nouncements of additional information that 
will be collected from the Ukraine archives, 
one has to think how we, as a society, have 
emerged from a local society to what has 
become a truly international society.   
 
We had a speaker tell of Argentina and how 
those who settled there still celebrate their 
heritage and speak the German language.  
We had a speaker from the Ukraine tell of 
the conditions there.  We had speakers who 
spoke of a variety of topics from North  
 
 
(GRHS Convention , continued on page 5) 
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(GRHS Convention , continued from page 
4)  
 
 
America.  We truly are evolving and the  
chapter can be proud to be a part of this 
evolution.  Just as we thank our ancestors 
for their forethought to come to North and 
South America, so will future generations 
thank us for taking the effort to save the re-
cords in the Ukraine, document our heritage 
as our forefathers settled, and how weôve 
assimilated yet maintaining our heritage.  
Letôs hope our youth begin to value the heri-
tage they have inherited and that we all work 
extra hard to make sure they donôt forget the 
sacrifice your ancestors made so that we 
might be ñliving our grandfathersô dreamò. 
 
In summary, approximately 400 people were 
in attendance and had the opportunity to 
take in many presentations, visit, bid in the 
silent auction, and vote for five new directors 
for the organization.  In addition, the mem-
bership agreed to raise the dues for annual 
membership to $50 annually and saw the 
unveiling of the new sign to be erected at 
headquarters.  A new logo will be used for 
future publications and will appear on the 
new sign to be installed on the grounds of 
GRHS Headquarters in Bismarck, ND.   
 
Looking forward, the 2010 convention will be 
in Bismarck, ND, with Al Neuharth, founder 
of USA Today and a native of Eureka, SD, 
as our keynote speaker.    
 
The 2011 convention will be held in Spo-
kane, WA.  Additional details will be forth-
coming in future issues of the Heritage Re-
view.   
 
Additional convention photos viewable at: 
http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/outreach/
activities/09grhs.html. 
 
 

 

GRHS Convention Set For  
July 21 -25 2010  
 
The annual convention of the Germans from 

Russia Heritage Society will be held July 21-

25, 2010, in Bismarck, North Dakota, and 

hosted by the GRHS Board of Directors.  

More information will follow in the new year.  

AHSGR Convention Set For  
August 1 -8, 2010 
 
The American Historical Society of Germans 
from Russia will hold its 41st annual conven-
tion August 1-8, 2010, in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
at the Embassy Suites Hotel. There are 46 
AHSGR chapters in the USA and Canada. 
The conventionôs theme is "Faith, Family, 
Tradition."  Convention attractions include 
folklore and storytelling, German music and 
sing-along, genealogy workshops, bookstore 
and library, a research center, and tours. 
The list of prominent speakers will be an-
nounced at a later time. 
 

Please Take Note  
 

Take a look at Duane Stablerôs article on the 
changes in the newsletter mailing policy.  To 
save money and help the environment, re-
member that you can choose to access the 
newsletter on the Chapter website or have 
the newsletter emailed directly to you.   
 

Dues are due by the end of the year!  
Please send a membership form and check 
before December 31, 2009, or bring them to 
the November or December meetings. 
 

Upcoming events: January 23, 2010 ï Crea-

tive Family Reunions, presented by Cynthia 

Miller.  February 20, 2010 ïGermans From 

Russia Heritage Collection presented by Mi-

chael Miller. 




